Abbreviated surveillance of nosocomial urinary tract infections: a new approach.
An abbreviated method for the surveillance of nosocomial urinary tract infection is described. Combining desirable features of both active and passive surveillance, this new method involves concurrent review of microbiology reports. Compared to traditional active surveillance methods which require review of individual patient charts, the abbreviated method requires only one-fifth the time commitment while maintaining a 98% sensitivity. Although some degree of overestimation is inherent in this method, the primary goals of surveillance--monitoring infection rates and identifying clusters of infection--should be preserved.